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ABSTRACT

This study examines how Ecuadorian municipal public radio promotes 
citizen participation. Out of the twenty-two identified stations, eighteen 
voluntarily participated in surveys, providing insights into their adherence 
to national laws, internal regulations, and other efforts to engage citizens. 
It was found that these stations predominantly relied on public funding, 
which lacked specific legal backing and made them vulnerable to the 
prevailing political climate. Compliance with operational regulations was 
inconsistent, and there was a general lack of awareness among the 
stations, resulting in low levels of citizen involvement in content design. 
These findings underscore the need to strengthen relevant legislation and 
encourage more active community participation in these stations.
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1. Introduction

Community and Communication: Communicative Practices and Community Media in Europe and 
Latin America

1. The challenge of public media
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1.1. Universal Coverage 

1.2. Guaranteed Funding 

 

1.3. Regulatory Framework 

 

1.4. Transparent Management 

 

1.5. Social Articulation 

 

2. Methodology 
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2.2. Results 

The Landscape of Public Media in 
Ecuador: Between Rise and Ambiguity

2.3. Administrative Situation 
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Table 1. 

Form of 
incorporation Name of the radio Location Year of 

creation Online links
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3. Compliance and Issuance of Regulations 

Figure 1. 

266



Mechanisms for Citizen Participation in Ecuador’s Municipal Public Radio Stations 

3.1. Citizen Advocacy for Content 

 

 

 

Figure 1. 

4. Discussion 
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5. Conclusions and Acknowledgements 
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