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ABSTRACT

Internet memes have become a cultural and artistic expression of the most 
popular social networks. Memes are graphic expressions accompanied by 
a small text that reflect and idea or current news with a certain humorous 
tone that become viral very easily. This article aims to address the problem 
of the spread of hate speech through memes that take place on social 
networks. This dissemination of hate speech through memes is especially 
relevant in politics and some significant examples of political memes will 
be analysed to highlight their great influence in the celebration of 
elections.
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1.2. Spreading hate speech on social networks through memes 
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1.3. The use of memes in politics 
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3. The original Dawkins’s meme has become a digital meme 

3.1. The power of the digital meme to expand on the Internet 
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3.2. Humour as a key to understanding memes 
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4. The current problem of adressing hate speech on social networks 

4.1. Main difficulties pursuing and detecting hate speech through memes 
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4.2. Strategies to fight hate speech  
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5.1. How a caricature become a hate symbol. “Pepe the Frog” in Donald Trump’s election 
campaign 

Figure 1. 

Figure 2. 
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5.2. The strategy of using hate memes to your advantage. The case of the insults to Pedro 
Sánchez 

Figure 3. 
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Figure 4. 

6. Conclusions 
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