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ABSTRACT

This article undertakes an examination of the familial representations 
within the series Dahmer (2022), which draws from the life and crimes of 
the eponymous serial killer. Employing a methodology rooted in textual 
analysis, the study elucidates a discernible bias in the portrayal of the 
perpetrator's familial unit vis-à-vis those of his victims. The principal 
inference drawn pertains to the thematic privileging of ostensibly 
"disadvantaged" familial constructs as the ones most adept at societal 
integration, juxtaposed against the portrayal of the ostensibly normative 
liberal American familial paradigm, which becomes the locus for the 
emergence and proliferation of dysfunctions culminating in the figure of 
the serial killer under scrutiny within this scholarly endeavour.
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1. Introduction 

Dahmer

'serial killers'

Joker Dahmer

modus operandi

Dahmer
Fear Street slasher

Psycho

Bates Motel

Girls Big Little Lies

Bad
Breaking Bad
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Dahmer

Dahmer

Dahmer

Dahmer

2. Towards a Definition of the "Liberal Family System"
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Note 1: Limited view of liberal fatherhood. 

ad intra
ad-

extra
breadwinner

women know how to exercise their authority in the family home in 
a natural way

Note 2: The limited role of the liberal family. 

the emotional stability 
of adults and the procreation-socialization of children

Note 3: Constant harassment by social engineering. 
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3. Methodology 

4. Inside Dahmer's Family Structures 

Dahmer
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First 
Episode

Blood on His 
Hands

Dahmer

Please Don't Go

Figure 1. 
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Figure 2. 

Figure 3. 

Please don't go

Figure 4. 
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Figure 5. 

Making a Dahmer

Dahmer 
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Figure 6. 

Figure 7. 

Figure 8. 

Blood on Their Hands

161



VISUAL Review, 16(2), 2024, pp. 153-169 

Figure 9. 

Figure 10. 

God of Forgiveness, God of Vengeance

5. Raising a Murderer 
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Silenced

Silenced

Please Don't Go

Making a Dahmer

Blood on His Hands

Doing a Dahmer
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Figure 11. 

Figure 12. 

Figure 13. 
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Figure 14. 

Figure 15. 

A Good Boy's Box

Blood on His Hands

6. Discussion and Conclusions 

Dahmer

Dahmer

Dahmer
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