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ABSTRACT

Software development has influenced cultural products for years, and 
documentaries have not been an exception in this revolution. From non-
linear and interactive webdocs to participatory, co-created, and 
transmedia projects, the documen-tary genre has given rise to diverse 
narrative structures. We analyze how webdocs have devel-oped different 
strategies when integrating data visualization into their narratives and 
interfaces. Multimedia content and data visualizations have been gaining 
prominence over film, and projects that don't use video have been 
considered docu-mentaries. This has given rise to what we consider the 
germ of a new genre and a new set of narrative structures.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Documentaries, Interactive Documentaries, and Webdocs 
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1.2. Technical Evolution 
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2. Methodology

• MIT Docubase
Data visualization Interactive Map Database storytelling

• IDFA DocLab

• IMDb Documentary genre
Interactive

• NFB of Canada Interactive Web experience

• Evolution and technology

• Main content and interface

• Genres

• Narrative structures.
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3. Evolution and Technology 

Figure 1.

Figure 2.
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Figure 3.

4. Main Content and Interface 
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Figure 4.

4.1. Text & Image-Driven Webdocs 

Figure 5. . 

Eviction Lab

4.2. Video-Driven Webdocs 
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Figure 6.

The Network Effect

4.3. Data-Driven Webdocs

Figure 7.

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
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Figure 8.

The Network Effect

Figure 9.

5. Genres

Magazine Style Slide Show Film/Video/Animation, Annotated
Chart/Map

Magazine Style SlideShow
Scrolling Telling

Street View/Panoramic Exploration
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5.1. Magazine Style

Figure 10.

InfoAmazonia

5.2. Slide Show
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Figure 11. .

Web of Terror

5.3. Scrolling Telling/Parallax Telling

Figure 12. .

Hollow

5.4. Street View/Panoramic Exploration

in situ
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Figure 13.

Jerusalem: We Are Here

5.5. Film/Video/Animation

Figure 14.

After The Storm

5.6. Video with Related Content
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Figure 15. .

Birth in the 21st Century

5.7. Interactive Film/Video/Animation

Figure 16.

Do Not Track

5.8. Video with Alternative Navigation
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Figure 17.

Unspeak

5.9. Annotated Chart/Map
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Figure 18.

Out of Sight, Out of Mind

5.10. Explorable Chart/Map

Figure 19. .

Mémoires des déportations

5.11. Data Dashboard
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Figure 20. .

Tidmarsh Farms: Living Observatory

5.12. Artistic Representation/Experiential Data Visualization

75



VISUAL Review, 16(1), 2024, pp. 59-86

Figure 21. .

Quipu Project

6. Narrative Structures

Martini Glass Structure Interactive Slideshow, Drill-Down Story

6.1. Martini Glass Structure

Martini Glass Structure with Short Stem

Figure 22.

Farewell Comrades
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Martini Glass Structure with Long Stem

Figure 23.

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

Martini Glass Structure with Multi-View Data Visualization
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Figure 24.

Out of Sight, Out of Mind

Open or Participatory

Figure 25. .

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

6.2. Interactive Slideshow
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Figure 26.

Poppy Interactive

6.3. Drill-Down Story
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Figure 27.

The Iron Curtain Diaries

7. Evolution and Use

Figure 28.
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Figure 29.

Artistic Representation Videos with Alternative
Navigation

Explorable Charts/Maps

Figure 30.

Explorable Charts/Maps

Videos with Alternative Navigation Artistic
Representations Videos with Related Content Interactive Videos/Films/Animations
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Martini Glass
Multi-view

Short-Stem Long-Stem Martini Glass 

Open and Participatory

8. Conclusions 

Martini Glass
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